Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Association

From NnacHocTb to the YkpaiHcbka Steppe

Thomas R. Benke, President
May 21, 2024
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relationship with Khabarovsk
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Buildings line the Amur River in Khabarovsk, Russia, in the country's Far East.
Portland should not abandon its long-standing relationship with the Russian
city, despite a request from Ukraine’s president, the author writes. AP Photo/
Daniel Kozin AP Photo/Daniel Kozin
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A Bond Formed Amid Adversity & Uncertainty

« October 20, 1987: Formation of the Portland-Khabarovsk Sister

City Association

*April 5, 1988: Pravda publishes “The Principles of Perestroika”
» May 29, 1988: U.S. President Ronald Reagan visits Moscow
» June 1, 1988: Portland Sister City delegation visits Khabarovsk

» December 26, 1991: Union of Soviet Socialist Republics dissolved




Mike Lindberg

Portland City Council Member
and Vice Mayor in Khabarovsk

June 1988




Sid Lezak

U.S. Attorney for the District of
Oregon 1961-1982 in Khabarovsk

June 1988

Catherine Hay

First President of the Portland-

Khabarovsk Sister City
Association in Khabarovsk

June 1988
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Declamation
Platform for Peace

pksca.org/platform-for-peace/ pksca.org/nnatdopm-3a-Mmnp-B-yKpanHe/

PKSCA declaims this Platform for Peace to articulate a basis for the end
of hostilities between Russia and Ukraine:

e That is consistent with international law;

* That recognizes the preeminence of human rights over the juridical
rights of nation-states;

* That is culturally equitable; and

 Which ensures the well-being of the Russian and Ukrainian peoples
IN perpetulty.




A PLATFORM
FOR PEACE IN UKRAINE

PREAMBLE

With deep respect for the Russian people, and acting in accordance
with the purpose for which the Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Association
(hereinafter “the Association”) was organized thirty-six years ago, to wit:

to foster and promote cultural, social, educational, and

economic relations and to further international understanding,

friendship, and goodwill between Portland, Oregon and

Khabarovsk, Russia, and to promote the well-being of the public

at-large
the Board of Directors of the Association declaims this Platform for Peace to
articulate a basis for the end of hostilities between Russia and Ukraine that
is consistent with international law, that recognizes the preeminence of
human rights over the juridical rights of nation-states, that is culturally
equitable, and which ensures the well-being of the Russian and Ukrainian

peoples in perpetuity.

The Board of Directors of the Association hereby recommends to its
Members and to all others who may wish to endorse this Platform for Peace

the following Articles.

Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Association
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ARTICLES

Art. 1. We understand the history of the region in which Russia and
Ukraine coexist but believe that present-day circumstances require
adherence to, and mutual respect for, their shared international boundary in

the interests of peace and prosperity.

Art. 2. We recognize Russia and Ukraine, individually and equally, as
nation-states with all rights afforded under international law, including but
not limited to the inviolability of their territorial limits as declared in the
Belovezha Accords and as later affirmed by acts of lawfully authorized

representatives of the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Art. 3. We believe that militarily imposed “spheres of influence” are
antithetical to the sovereignty of modern nation-states and that in an age of
long-range missiles, satellites and nuclear armaments that such attempts at
hegemony are counterproductive. Fair competition for the affinity and

cooperation of neighboring nation-states should be encouraged.

Art. 4. We oppose any aggression that imperils the Russian people or
Russia’s sovereignty. We oppose any aggression that imperils the Ukrainian
people or Ukraine’s sovereignty. We understand that some Russian people
(or “peoples”) live in Ukraine and that some Ukrainian people (or “peoples”)
live in Russia. Nevertheless, we reject irredentism as irreconcilable with the

concept of a modern nation-state. Likewise, we call on both Russia and
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Ukraine to protect all peoples living within their territorial limits without
discrimination and irrespective of their claimed nationality, heritage or
cultural affinity. Cultural norms and practices, so long as they do not infringe
upon basic human rights or substantially impair the rights of nation-states,

must be protected wherever they exist.

Art. 5. As a corollary to the rights of nation-states as juridical persons
(e.g., as a practical legal construct dating back to the Peace of Westphalia),
we believe that emigration and immigration across territorial boundaries
must be recognized as a basic human right subject only to balancing against

the territorial rights of nation-states.

Art. 6. We understand that the military power of nation-states can be
usurped by individual and/or corporate actors to advance their private
interests. We urge all nation-states to enact and enforce such statutes as
necessary to ensure that private interests falsely purported to be national

interests are not advanced by the military power of nation-states.

Art. 7. We understand that some defensive postures can be fairly
perceived as aggression and urge all nations to mutually and cooperatively
disarm and stand down as necessary to assure peace among all nation-

states.

PKSCA Platform for Peace Page 3 of 4

Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Association
Portland, Oregon  pksca.org

RECOMMENDATION

Recommended to the Members of the Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City
Association by consent of its Board of Directors by action at its regularly

scheduled meeting on October 24, 2023.

AR Rowd

Thomas R. Benke, President

Martha Hickey, Secreéﬁy
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MPEAMBYJIA

McnbiTbiBas ryboKoe yBaXKeHUE K POCCUMCKOMY Hapoay U AeincTeya B
COOTBETCTBMM C L,eNbl0, PaAn KOTOPOM TPUALATL LWECTb IeT Ha3ag, bbina
yupexaeHa Accoumaumsa ropofos-nobpatumos MoptneHa-Xabaposck
(manee «Accoumauma»), a UMEHHO:

pa3eusaMeb U MooOWPAMe KysiemypHsle, COYUAsbHbIE,

0bpasosamersbHble U 3KOHOMUYECKUE OMHOWEHUS, 0 MAKHe

crnocobcmeosames MexOyHapoOHOMY 83AUMONOHUMAHUID,

Opyxcbe u dobpoli sone mexdy MopmaeHdom, wmam OpezoH,

u Xabaposckom, Poccus, u codelicmeosams 61a20M0sy4uUr0

obwecmea s yenom
CoseT anpekTOpOB ACCOLMALMKN NPEACTaBAfET HacToAwyo Maathopmy 3a
MUP, LeNblo KOTOPOI ABNAETCA ONpeAeeHne 0CHOBbI ANA NpeKpaLleHns
BOEHHbIX AeNCTBUIA Mexay Poccuelt v YKpauHoW, COOTBETCTBYOLWEN
HOpPMaM MeXAyHapoAHOro nNpaea, NPM3HaoLWen NPUOPUTET NpaBs YenioBeKa
Ha/j, lopUANYeCKMMM NPaBaMm HaLMOHA/bHbIX FOCYAAPCTB, a TaKKe
obecneunBatoLLelt KyNbTypHOE paBHONpasue n baarococtoaHue

POCCUMICKOrO U YKPaMHCKOTO HAPOA0B Ha HEOTPaHUYEHHbIN CPOK.

I, Andriy Hryhoroy, professional translator, hereby certify that | have translated this document into Russian from the
original source document in English and that this translation is true to the best of my knowledge. For and in
collaboration with 001 Translation Inc., October 31, 2023. Tel. 646 503 1758. Translation Reference # 23-1031-01
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CoBeT AMPEKTOPOB ACCOLMALMM HACTOALLMM PEKOMEHAYET CBOUM
UneHaM U APYrMM NULLAM, KOTOPbIE MOTYT U3bABUTb XKenaHue NoALepiKaTb

panHyio Naathopmy Mupa, cneayrolime craTbi.

CTATbU

Ct. 1. Mbl NOHMMaeMm UCTOPUIO PErMOHA, B KOTOPOM COCYLLLECTBYIOT
Poccus 1 YKpanHa, HO cYuTaem, 4To Tekylue obcToaTenbctea Tpebytot
CcO6/0AEeHUA N B3AaMMHOTO YBaXKeHUA UX 0OLLMX MEXKAYHAPOAHbIX rPaHuL, B
MHTepecax MMpPa 1 NPoLBeTaHUA.

Ct. 2. MbI npu3sHaem Poccuio 1 YKpauHy, No oT4enbHOCTU U B paBHOM
CTeneHu, Kak HaLuMOoHabHble rocyaapcTsa, obnagaroume Bcemu npasamu,
npeaoCcTaBAAEMbIMU MEXAYHAPOAHbIM NPaBOM, BK/OYAA, MOMUMO
npoYyero, NpaBo Ha TEPPUTOPMAJIbHYIO LIeNOCTHOCTb, MPOBO3I/alleHHOe B
Benosexcknx cornaweHnax 1 B fanbHelllemM NoATBEPKAEHHOE aKTaMu
3aKOHHO YNONHOMOYEHHbIX npeacTasuteneit 6oiswero CCCP.

C1. 3. Mbl cuMTaem, YTO HaBA3aHHbIE BOEHHbIM NyTem «cdepbl
BAMAHUA» NPOTUBOPEYAT CYBEPEHUTETY COBPEMEHHbIX HaLMOHa/IbHbIX
roCyAapcTB M YTO B 3MOXY paKeT Aa/ibHero paauyca AenUCcTBUsA, CNyTHUKOB U
ALEPHbIX BOOPYXKEHMI NoA00HbIE NOMbITKM rereMoHMMU NPUBOAAT K
o6paTHbIM pesynbTatam. Heob6X0AMMO MOOLLPATL YECTHYIO KOHKYPEHLMIO 33

cbnmKeHne 1 COTPYAHNYECTBO COCEAHMX HALMOHA/bHbIX FOCYAapCTB.

I, Andriy Hryhorov, professional translator, hereby certify that | have translated this document into Russian from the
original source document in English and that this translation is true to the best of my knowledge. For and in
collaboration with 001 Translation Inc., October 31, 2023. Tel. 646 503 1758. Translation Reference # 23-1031-02
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CT. 4. Mol BbicTynaem npotus nto6boi arpeccuu, yrpoxatoLlein
pPOCCUIICKOMY Hapoay uau cysepeHuteTy Poccun. Mol BbicTynaem npotuns
ntob0oit arpeccuu, yrpoxaroLwen YyKpanHCKOMY Hapoay UK CyBEpPeHUTeTy
YKpauHbl. Mbl NOHUMAEM, HTO HEKOTOPbIE POCCUAHE (MNNKHAPOAbI») KUBYT
B YKpauHe, a HEKOTopble yKpauHLbl (MAKN «Hapoabl») — B Poccuun. Tem He
MeHee, Mbl He MpUeMIeM UPPefEeHTU3M KaK HeYTO HECOBMECTMMOe C
npeacTasieHMeM O COBPEMEHHOM HalLMOHaIbHOM rocyaapctee. Mbl Takke
npusbiBaem u Poccuio, 1 YkpauHy 3alumLLaTh BCe HApOabl, MPOXUBAKOLLME B
UX TEPPUTOPUANbHBIX Mpeaenax, He A0MYCKaa ANCKPUMUHALMUMN U
HEe3aBMCMMO OT UX 3aABNEHHOMN HALLMOHANBHOCTHU, UCTOPUYECKOTO Haceams
WY KyNbTYpHOW 6/1M30CTU. ECAM KyNbTYpHbIE HOPMbI U 06blYau He
YLWEMAIOT OCHOBHbIX NPaB Ye/10BEKa U He HAHOCAT CyLLLEeCTBEHHOTO yuiepba
npaBam HaLMOHA/IbHbIX FOCYAAPCTB, OHU A0/ HbI 3aLLMLLATLCA HE3aBUCUMO
OT TOTO, e CyLEeCcTBYHOT.

Cr. 5. Ucxopa M3 npaB HauMOHaNbHbIX FOCYAAPCTB KaK HpUaUYecKux
iy, (Hanpumep, NpaKTMYECKas NPaBoBas KOHCTPYKLMA, 3a/10KeHHanA eLle BO
BpemeHa BecTdanbckoro mupa), Mbl CYUTAEM, YTO IMUTPaLLUA U
UMMUTpaLLMA Yepes TeppUTOPUabHble TPaHULbl LOMKHbI ObITb MPU3HAHDI
O[HUMMW 13 OCHOBHbIX MPaB YeN0BEKa TOIbKO NPU YCI0BUU UX
YPaBHOBELIMBAHMA C TEPPUTOPMANbHBIMU MPABAMU HALMOHA/IbHbIX

rocyaapcrs.
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Cr. 6. Mbl oT2em cebe OTYET B TOM, 4TO BOEHHaA MOLLb
HaLMOHa/IbHbIX FOCYAAPCTB MOXKET BbITb Y3ypnuposaHa GU3N4eCKUMM
NMLAMM U/MAN KOPNOPaLMAMM ANS NMPOABUNKEHUA CBOUX HYACTHbIX
MHTepecoB. Mbl NPU3bIBaEM BCE HALMOHaNbHbIE rOCYAapPCTBa MPUHATD
TaKkue 3aKoHbl 1 obecneynTb Ux cobAEHNE, HTO UCKAOYUT BOZMOMKHOCTb
NPOABUMKEHMUA YACTHbIX LieNel, I0XKHO BblAaBaeMbiX 32 KHALMOHAbHbIe
WHTEPECHI», C MOMOLLbH BOEHHbIX CU 3TUX FOCYAAPCTB.

CT. 7. Mbl NOHMMAEM, YTO HEKOTOPbIE 0BOPOHUTENBbHbIE MEPbI MOTYT
BnosiHe 060CHOBAaHHO BOCMPUHMMATLCA KaK arpeccus, v NpusbiBaem Bce
CTPaHbl K B3aMMHOMY ¥ COBMECTHOMY Pa30pPYKEHMIO U OTCTYMNEHUIO, eC/IU
3T0 HeobxoguMo ana obecnedeHna Mupa Mexay BCEMU HaLMOHabHbIMK
rocyaapcreamm.

PEKOMMEHAALUMA

PekomeHA0BaHO K yTBEPXKAEHUIO YneHam AccoLmMaLumn ropopos-

nobpaTtumos MoptneHa-Xabaposck ¢ cornacua CoBeTa AMPEKTOPOB NyTem

NPUHATUA peLleHns Ha oYepesHOM 3aceaaHnu 24 oktabpa 2023 r.

Tomac P. beHke, MNpeacepatens

MapTa XuKu, cekpetapb
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Precepts

Ukraine and Russia Recognized as Nation-States

Human Rights Construed Broadly

Rights of Nation-States Construed Narrowly
Spheres of Influence Rejected

Irredentism Rejected

Right to Emigrate / Immigrate Balanced Against the
Right of Nation-States to Exist

Military Power of Nation-States Not Usurped by
Private Interests




Goal

To be heard

To promote constructive discourse among persons diametrically

opposed on the facts but fundamentally in agreement on how people
should treat each other

Historical argument becomes irrelevant

The |least statement necessary to advance consensus consistent
with PKSCA'’s values and mission




Desideratum

* The Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Association operates under a Charter
iIssued by the City of Portland but is otherwise independent of the City, the
Mayor and City Council. Views expressed in the Platform for Peace are
solely those of the Board of Directors of the Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City

Association and/or its President Thomas Benke.

* We encourage you to read the Platform for Peace in full on the PKSCA
website pksca.org

* |f you have questions or comments please contact Thomas Benke
(troenke@me.com) or submit them on the PKSCA website pksca.org



http://pksca.org
mailto:trbenke@me.com
http://pksca.org

