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From Гласность to the Українська Steppe





A Bond Formed Amid Adversity & Uncertainty
• October 20, 1987: Formation of the Portland-Khabarovsk Sister       
City Association


•April 5, 1988: Pravda publishes “The Principles of Perestroika”


• May 29, 1988: U.S. President Ronald Reagan visits Moscow


• June 1, 1988: Portland Sister City delegation visits Khabarovsk


• December 26, 1991: Union of Soviet Socialist Republics dissolved



Mike Lindberg
Portland City Council Member 
and Vice Mayor in Khabarovsk            
June 1988



Catherine Hay
First President of the Portland-
Khabarovsk Sister City 
Association in Khabarovsk     
June 1988

Sid Lezak
U.S. Attorney for the District of 
Oregon 1961-1982 in Khabarovsk 
June 1988 



PKSCA declaims this Platform for Peace to articulate a basis for the end 
of hostilities between Russia and Ukraine:

• That is consistent with international law;


• That recognizes the preeminence of human rights over the juridical 
rights of nation-states;


• That is culturally equitable; and


• Which ensures the well-being of the Russian and Ukrainian peoples 
in perpetuity.

Declamation 
Platform for Peace

pksca.org/platform-for-peace/ pksca.org/платформ-за-мир-в-украине/







• Ukraine and Russia Recognized as Nation-States


• Human Rights Construed Broadly


• Rights of Nation-States Construed Narrowly


• Spheres of Influence Rejected


• Irredentism Rejected


• Right to Emigrate / Immigrate Balanced Against the 
Right of Nation-States to Exist


• Military Power of Nation-States Not Usurped by 
Private Interests

Precepts



Goal
• To be heard

• To promote constructive discourse among persons diametrically 

opposed on the facts but fundamentally in agreement on how people 
should treat each other


• Historical argument becomes irrelevant

• The least statement necessary to advance consensus consistent 

with PKSCA’s values and mission



• The Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Association operates under a Charter 
issued by the City of Portland but is otherwise independent of the City, the 
Mayor and City Council.  Views expressed in the Platform for Peace are 
solely those of the Board of Directors of the Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City 
Association and/or its President Thomas Benke.  


• We encourage you to read the Platform for Peace in full on the PKSCA 
website pksca.org


• If you have questions or comments please contact Thomas Benke 
(trbenke@me.com) or submit them on the PKSCA website pksca.org

Desideratum
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