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Portland Khabarovsk Sister City Association
PO Box 8065, Portland, OR 37280-1651

March 4, 2024

Ms. Chido Dhliwayo
International Relations Director
City of Portland

1221 SW 4t Ave #410
Portland, OR 97204

Re: Annual Report of Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Association
Dear Ms. Dhliwayo,

This Annual Report is submitted on behalf of the Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City
Association (“PKSCA™).

PKSCA is funded entirely by membership contributions. We are a small
organization with twenty paid memberships in 2023 totaling $1,600.00. (By comparison,
we had 32 dues paying members in 2016). As of December 31, 2023, the Association
held $7,806.34 in its accounts, slightly down from a balance $7,959.38 at the end of
2022.

Please see attached copy of our 2024 Membership Brochure, which describes
activities of the PKSCA in 2023 and includes a schedule of meetings and activities
planned for 2024.

Russia invaded eastern Ukraine in February 2022, though a less overt military
incursion into eastern Ukraine (aka “little green men”) began in 2014 about the same time
as Russia’s annexation of the Crimean Peninsula. Despite calls to terminate our
relationship with the City of Khabarovsk, the Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City
Association has continued its relations with Khabarovsk through the present for reasons
given in an editorial appearing in The Oregonian on June 13, 2022.



In May 2023, at the invitation of the City of Khabarovsk, the Association sent to
Khabarovsk for display at its annual Day of the City celebration the artwork of students
participating in Portland Public Schools’ Kelly Elementary Russian Immersion Program.
City officials responded in part “Your schoolchildren’s paintings will help Russian kids
understand American culture better and make the friendship between our cities stronger.”
Beyond that 2023 children’s artwork exchange and plans for another exchange in May
2024, the Association has not engaged substantially with the Khabarovsk City
Administration this past year, although informal communications with city staff continue.

Individual members of the Association report continued engagement with private citizens
in Khabarovsk.

On October 24, 2023, the Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Association Board of
Directors adopted a Platform for Peace in Ukraine articulating a basis for the end of
hostilities between Russia and Ukraine. A copy of the Platform for Peace is attached to
this letter and is posted on the Association’s website at https://pksca.org/platform-for-
peace/ . We trust that you will find the Platform for Peace, as too the Association’s June
13, 2022, editorial, intolerant of the Russian Federation’s actions in Ukraine and a fair
repudiation of President Putin’s attempts to justify those actions. Nevertheless, the
Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Association remains firmly committed to engagement
with the people of Khabarovsk in pursuit of a common understanding based on historical
fact, international law, and a shared interest in an open, free, and democratic society.

Sincerely,

R Bevte

Thomas Benke
PKSCA President



A MESSAGE FROM THE PKSCA BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

On October 24, 2023, the PKSCA Board of
Directors adopted a Platform for Peace in
Ukraine — included with mailing of this
brochure — articulating a basis for the end of
hostilities between Russia and Ukraine. The
Platform accepts (in lieu of all other historical
and/or cultural precedent) the territorial limits
mutually agreed upon dissolution of the
former Soviet Union, acknowledges both the
Russian and Ukrainian “peoples”, and
asserts that the rights of nation-states are
limited to those necessary to fulfill the
purpose for which the nation-states are
recognized in international law.

The Board recommends the Platform for
Peace to the Association’s members. We
ask that members scrutinize each of the
seven Articles separately, irrespective of any
predisposition. The Platform for Peace will
be posted on the Association’s website to
allow for member comment.

PKSCA is, and always has been, dedicated
to the well-being of our comrades in
Khabarovsk. The Board believes that
adherence to the principles espoused in the
Platform for Peace (which would not infringe
upon Russian culture or autonomy)
represents the best path to prosperity for all
peoples.

All PKSCA members are welcome to
attend and participate in monthly Board
meetings. Please renew your membership
by mail or online at
https://pksca.org/membership/

Thomas R. Benke, President

ABOUT KHABAROVSK

KHABAROVSK (HA-BA-RUVSK) 1S
PORTLAND'S SISTER CITY IN THE
RussiAN FAR EAST. OUR CITY HISTORIES
HAVE MANY SIMILARITIES. KHABAROVSK,
AN INLAND PORT CITY ON THE
CONFLUENCE OF TwO MAJOR RIVERS,
FOUNDED IN 1858, oFFEReED EASTWARD

PIONEERS ABUNDANT NATURAL
RESOURCES: GOLD, TIMBER & SALMON.
NAMED FOR THE 17TH CENTURY
EXPLORER YEROFYEY KHABAROV,

KHABAROVSK IS A TERRITORIAL CAPITAL,
POPULATION 800,000, AND A MAJOR
CENTER OF INTERNATIONAL CULTURE &
COMMERCE. KHABAROVSK, LOCATED ON
THREE HILLS OVERLOOKING THE AMUR
RIVER, WAS FIRST ESTABLISHED AS A
MILITARY OUTPOST IN 1651, DURING THE
FIRST WAVE OF RUSSIAN COLONIZATION.
IT GAINED IMPORTANCE IN THE
NINETEENTH CENTURY AS A TRADING
OUTPOST AND TODAY IS ONE OF THE
MOST PROMISING CITIES OF THE RUSSIAN
FAR EAST.

A

PORTLAND-KHABAROVSK SISTER
CITY ASSOCIATION

PO Box 80651
PORTLAND, OR 97280-
1651
WWW.PKSCA.ORG

20249
MEMBERSHIP



What is PKSCA?

The Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Association
(PKSCA) was formed June 10, 1988 as a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization to foster international friendship
through cultural & educational exchange and to
facilitate social & economic ties between the citizens
of our two communities. We are a self-governing
board operating under a city ordinance which requires
us to be both financially independent of and
accountable to the Mayor of Portland. PKSCA is
entirely dependent on contributions from its members,
supportive businesses and organizations, and fund-
raising events. (nonprofit EIN = 93-0981758)

PKSCA is governed by a Board of Directors.
(Honorary Directors are designated from time to time
for their service in achieving the PKSCA mission.) A
Board member serves a three-year renewable term,
participating in scheduled meetings and helping to
further the PKSCA mission. Board members
nominate candidates to fill vacancies on the Board,
with a simple majority vote needed for approval. If you
have an interest in serving on the Board, contact
PKSCA President Thomas Benke trbenke@me.com

Board of Directors meetings are at held on the last
Tuesday of most months, beginning at 6:30pm and
adjourning around 8:00pm. Meetings are open to the
public. Check the PKSCA website
www.pksca.org/monthly-meetings for meeting and
event venues as well as for Zoom links facilitating
virtual participation.

OFFICERS

Thomas Benke, President
Shireen Farrahi, Vice President
Martha Hickey, Secretary
Patti Pulliam, Treasurer

AT-LARGE DIRECTORS

Alan Ellis

2024 EVENT SCHEDULE

January
25 Book Club 7:00 pm —Zoom***
30 Board Meeting 6:30 pm — City Hall* / Zoom**

February
27 Board Meeting 6:30 pm — City Hall* / Zoom**
March
8 International Women'’s Day time and
venue TBA
26 Board Meeting 6:30 pm — City Hall* / Zoom**

28 Book Club 7:00 pm —Zoom***
April
25 Elbe Day celebration time and venue TBA
30 Board Meeting 6:30 pm — City Hall* / Zoom**
May
28 Board Meeting 6:30 pm — City Hall* / Zoom**
30 Book Club 7:00 pm —Zoom***
June
25 Board Meeting 6:30 pm — City Hall* / Zoom**
July

25 Book Club 7:00 pm — Zoom**

August
27 Board Meeting 6:30 pm— City Hall* / Zoom**

September
24 Board Meeting 6:30 pm — City Hall* / Zoom**
26 Book Club 7:00 pm — Zoom**

October
29 Board Meeting 6:30 pm — City Hall* / Zoom**

November
10 Bridge to Russia time and venue TBA
19 Board Meeting 6:30 pm— City Hall* / Zoom**
21 Book Club 7:00 pm — Zoom***

* If permitted by pandemic protocols
** pksca.org/monthly-meetings/
*** pksca.org/book-club/

Membership Category:

2024 PKSCA MEMBERSHIP FORM

NAME

Corporate ($250)

ADDRESS
CITY

Sustaining ($100)

Family ($50)

ZIP

STATE

EMAIL

Please check here if you would NOT like to be included on PKSCA’ s email list to receive information and
reminders for PKSCA activities. Address information is for PKSCA internal organizational use only and

will NOT be given to any third party. O

PHONE

Individual ($30)
Student ($15)

PKSCA membership is on a calendar-year basis. Please make check payable to PKSCA and mail, with form, to:

PO Box 80651, Portland OR 97280-1651

The Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Association (PKSCA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to fostering

international friendship and understanding through cultural, educational and professional-technical exchanges. We are

governed by an all-volunteer board operating under a city ordinance which requires us to be both financially independent of

and accountable to the Mayor of Portland. All of our programs are funded by donors and grants, not by the City of Portland.



Portland-Khabarovsk
Sister City Association

PLATFORM FOR PEACE IN UKRAINE

PREAMBLE

With deep respect for the Russian people, and acting in
accordance with the purpose for which the Portland-Khabarovsk
Sister City Association (hereinafter “the Association”) was organized
thirty-six years ago, to wit:

to foster and promote cultural, social, educational, and

economic relations and to further international understanding,

friendship, and goodwill between Portland, Oregon and

Khabarovsk, Russia, and to promote the well-being of the public

at-large
the Board of Directors of the Association declaims this Platform for
Peace to articulate a basis for the end of hostilities between Russia
and Ukraine that is consistent with international law, that recognizes
the preeminence of human rights over the juridical rights of nation-
states, that is culturally equitable, and which ensures the well-being
of the Russian and Ukrainian peoples in perpetuity.

The Board of Directors of the Association hereby
recommends to its Members and to all others who may wish to
endorse this Platform for Peace the following Articles.

ARTICLES

Art. 1. We understand the history of the region in which
Russia and Ukraine coexist but believe that present-day
circumstances require adherence to, and mutual respect for, their
shared international boundary in the interests of peace and
prosperity.

Art. 2. We recognize Russia and Ukraine, individually and
equally, as nation-states with all rights afforded under international
law, including but not limited to the inviolability of their territorial
limits as declared in the Belovezha Accords and as later affirmed by
acts of lawfully authorized representatives of the former Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

Art. 3. We believe that militarily imposed “spheres of
influence” are antithetical to the sovereignty of modern nation-
states and that in an age of long-range missiles, satellites and nuclear
armaments that such attempts at hegemony are counterproductive.
Fair competition for the affinity and cooperation of neighboring

nation-states should be encouraged.

Continued Next Page / NpoponxeHue Ha cnegyloweil cTpaHuue

Accouuaums ropoaos-nobpatumos
MopTtneHp-XabaposcK

NNAT®OPMA 3A MUP B YKPAUHE
MPEAMBY/IA
McnbiTbiBasa rnybokoe yBaxKeHWe K pOCCUMCKOMY Hapoay U
OeNcTByA B COOTBETCTBUM C LLeNbIO, PaZiv KOTOPOM TpUALATD LWeCTb
NneT Hasag 6bina yuperkaeHa Accoumauma ropofos-nobpaTtumos
MopTneHa-XabapoBck (aanee «Accoumauma»), a MMEHHO:
pa3eusame U MoOoOWPAMSs KysbmypHsle, COYUAsbHbIE,
06pasosamersibHble U SKOHOMUYECKUe OMHOWEeHUS, a MaKHe
crnocobcmeosame MexOyHaPOOHOMY 83AUMOMOHUMAHUIO,
Opyxcbe u 0obpoli sone mexdy NMopmaeHdom, wmam Ope2oH,
u Xabaposckom, Poccus, u codelicmeosame 651a20M0ay4UI0
obuwecmsa e yesnom
CoBeT AnpeKTopoB AccoLmaLn NPeacTaBaAseT HaCcToALLYO
Mnatdopmy 33 MUp, LLENbIO KOTOPOU ABAAETCA OnNpeAeieHne OCHOBbI
ONA NPEeKpaLLLeHNa BOEHHbIX AeUCTBUI Mexay Poccueint n YkpanHow,
COOTBETCTBYHOLLEN HOPMaM MeXAyHapoaHOro npasa, NpusHatoLwein
NPUOPUTET NPaB Ye/I0BEKA Haj, IOPUANYECKMMU NPaBamm
HaLMOHa/IbHbIX FOCYAAPCTB, a TaKKe obecneymsatoLLeli KynbTypHoe
pasHonpasue 1 61arococToAHNE POCCUMCKOO U YKPAUHCKOIO
HapoAOB Ha HEOTPAHWYEHHBIN CPOK.
CoBeT AMpeKTopoB ACCOLMALMKN HACTOALLMM PEKOMEHAYEeT
CBOMM YJIEHaM U APYTUM SINLLAM, KOTOPbIe MOTYT U3bABUTD KenaHue
nogAaepaTb AaHHyto NMnatdopmy Mupa, cnegytoLime ctTaTbu.
CTATBU
Ct. 1. Mbl NOHUMaemM UCTOPUIO permoHa, B KOTOPoOM
cocyLiecTBytoT Poccua 1 YKparHa, HO cunTaem, YTo TekyLume
obcToATeNbCTBA TPEOYIOT COBNIOAEHMA Y B3AUMHOTO YBAXKEHUA UX
06LWMX MeXAyHaPOAHbIX FPaHULL, B MHTEPECAX MMPa U NPOLBETAHUA.
Ct. 2. MbI npu3Haem Poccuio 1 YKpaunHy, No oTAeNbHOCTH
W B PaBHOMW CTeMNeHM, Kak HalMoHabHble rocyaapcTaa, obnagatowme
BCEMM NpaBamMu, NPefOCTaBAAEMbIMU MEXKAYHAPOAHbBIM NPABOM,
BK/IO4AA, MOMUMO NPOYEro, NPaBo Ha TePPUTOPUATIbHYIO
LLeNI0CTHOCTb, NPOBO3ralleHHoe B BeN0BeKCKMX COMNaLIEHUAX U B
AanbHelLeM NoaTBEPKAEHHOE aKTaMU 3aKOHHO YNONHOMOYEHHbIX
npeacrtasuteneit o6oiswero CCCP.
C1. 3. MblI cunTaem, 4to HaBA3aHHbIE BOEHHbIM NyTem
«chepbl BAMAHWUA» NPOTUBOPEYAT CyBEPEHUTETY COBPEMEHHbIX
HaLMOHaIbHbIX FOCYAAPCTB M YTO B 3NOXY PaKeT AasibHero paguyca
OeNcTBUA, CNYTHUKOB M AAEPHbIX BOOPYKEHMI Nofo6HbIe NONbITKMU
rereMoHuM NPUBOAAT K 06paTHbIM pesynsbtatam. Heobxogumo
MOOLLPATH YECTHYIO KOHKYPEHLMIO 33 CONUKEHUNE U COTPYAHUYECTBO

cocegHUX HaUMOHaNbHbIX rOCYyAapCTB.



Art. 4. We oppose any aggression that imperils the
Russian people or Russia’s sovereignty. We oppose any aggression
that imperils the Ukrainian people or Ukraine’s sovereignty. We
understand that some Russian people (or “peoples”) live in Ukraine
and that some Ukrainian people (or “peoples”) live in Russia.
Nevertheless, we reject irredentism as irreconcilable with the
concept of a modern nation-state. Likewise, we call on both Russia
and Ukraine to protect all peoples living within their territorial limits
without discrimination and irrespective of their claimed nationality,
heritage or cultural affinity. Cultural norms and practices, so long as
they do not infringe upon basic human rights or substantially impair
the rights of nation-states, must be protected wherever they exist.

Art. 5. As a corollary to the rights of nation-states as
juridical persons (e.g., as a practical legal construct dating back to
the Peace of Westphalia), we believe that emigration and
immigration across territorial boundaries must be recognized as a
basic human right subject only to balancing against the territorial
rights of nation-states.

Art. 6. We understand that the military power of nation-
states can be usurped by individual and/or corporate actors to
advance their private interests. We urge all nation-states to enact
and enforce such statutes as necessary to ensure that private
interests falsely purported to be national interests are not advanced
by the military power of nation-states.

Art. 7. We understand that some defensive postures can
be fairly perceived as aggression and urge all nations to mutually and
cooperatively disarm and stand down as necessary to assure peace
among all nation-states.

RECOMMENDATION

Recommended to the Members of the Portland-
Khabarovsk Sister City Association by consent of its Board of
Directors by action at its regularly scheduled meeting on October 24,

2023.

Comment @

https://pksca.org/platform-for-peace/

Support @
https://pksca.org/membership/

Share on Telegram @

https://t.me/PlatformForPeace

CT1. 4. Mbl BbICTynaem NpoTue Ntobow arpeccuu,
YrpOKatoLLen poccMickomy Hapoay unm cysepeHuTety Poccumn. Mol
BbICTYNaem NpoTuB l060oM arpeccumn, yrpoxatowein yKpanHcKomy
Hapoay unu cysepeHuUTeTy YKpanHbl. Mbl NOHMMaeEM, 4YTO
HEKOTopble poccuaHe (MIMKHAPOAbI») KMUBYT B YKpauHe, a
HEKOTopble YKPauHUbI (MK «Hapoapl») — B Poccun. Tem He meHee,
Mbl HE NPUEMNEM NPPELEHTU3M KaK HEYTO HECOBMECTUMOE C
npeacTaBneHMEM O COBPEMEHHOM HaLMOHA/IbHOM rocyaapcTBee.
Mbl TakKe npu3biBaem u Poccuto, M YKpauHy 3alumLiaTh BCe Hapoapbl,
Npo’KMBatoLLMe B UX TEPPUTOPUA/BbHBIX Mpeaenax, He fomnycKas
OVNCKPUMMHALMKM U HE3ABUCUMO OT MUX 3aABJIEHHOWM
HaLMOHaNbHOCTM, UCTOPUYECKOTO HAacneana UAW KyNbTYPHOWM
61m30cTU. ECAm KynbTypHble HOPMbI M 06bIYan He yLemaatoT
OCHOBHbIX MPaB YesI0BEKa M HE HAHOCAT CyLLECTBEHHOrO yuiepba
npaBaM HaLMOHa/IbHbIX FOCYAAPCTB, OHW AO/IKHbI 3aLMLLATLCA
HE3aBMCUMMO OT TOTO, FAe CyLLEeCTBYHOT.

C1. 5. Ucxoaa ns npaB HaUMOHANbHbIX FOCYAapCTB KaK
HoPUANYECKUX UL, (HanpuMep, NPaKTUYecKan NpaBoBas
KOHCTPYKLMS, 3a/10}KEHHAA eLle BO BpemeHa BecTdanbckoro mupa),
Mbl CHYUTAEM, YTO SMUTPALMA U UMMUTPaLLMA Yepes
TEPPUTOPMANbHBIE FPAHULbI AONXKHbI ObITb MPU3HAHbBI OAHUMM U3
OCHOBHbIX NPaB Yesi0BeKa TO/IbKO NPU YCOBUN UX
YPaBHOBELUMBAHMWA C TEPPUTOPMA/IbHBIMM NPaBaMU HaLLMOHA/bHbIX
rocyaapcTs.

CT. 6. MbI 0OTA@aem cebe OTYET B TOM, YTO BOEHHAA MOLLb
HaLMOHANbHbIX FOCYAapPCTB MOXKET bbITb Y3ypnvMpoBaHa
OU3NYECKUMM ANLAMKN U/UAM KOPMOPaLMAMU N8 NMPOABUMKEHUA
CBOMX YaCTHbIX MHTepecoB. Mbl Npu3biBaem BCe HaLMOHa/bHbIE
rocyaapcTea NPUHATb TaKMe 3aKOHbI U 0b6ecnevmnTb Ux cobnioaeHue,
YTO MUCKJIIOYUT BOSMOMKHOCTb NMPOABUMKEHWNA YACTHbIX LieNnel, NOXKHO
BblA4aBaeMblX 33 «HaUNOHA/IbHblE MHTEPECHI», C MOMOLLBbIO BOEHHbIX
CWA 3TUX FrOCYAAPCTB.

C1. 7. Mbl NOHMMAEM, YTO HEKOTOPbIE 0HOPOHUTENBHbIE
Mepbl MOTYT BrosiHe 060CHOBAHHO BOCMPUHUMATLCA KaK arpeccus, u
npu3bliBaem BCe CTPaHbl K B3aUMHOMY M COBMECTHOMY
Pa3opyKEHWUIO U OTCTYNAEHUIO, eC/IN 3TO HeobXoaMMO aNA
obecneyeHna M1pa Mexay BCEMW HaLMOHaNbHbIMM rOCYAapPCTBaMM.

PEKOMMEHAALNA

PekomeHa0BaHO K yTBEPXKAEHMIO YneHam AccoLmaumnm
ropogos-nobpatnmos MoptieHa-Xabaposck ¢ cornacua CoseTa
OMPEKTOPOB NyTEM NPUHATUA PELLEHNA Ha OYepeaHOM 3aceaHunm

24 oKTabpa 2023 T.
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