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   On October 24, 2023, the PKSCA Board of 
Directors adopted a Platform for Peace in 
Ukraine – included with mailing of this 
brochure – articulating a basis for the end of 
hostilities between Russia and Ukraine.  The 
Platform accepts (in lieu of all other historical 
and/or cultural precedent) the territorial limits 
mutually agreed upon dissolution of the 
former Soviet Union, acknowledges both the 
Russian and Ukrainian “peoples”, and 
asserts that the rights of nation-states are 
limited to those necessary to fulfill the 
purpose for which the nation-states are 
recognized in international law. 
 
  The Board recommends the Platform for 
Peace to the Association’s members.  We 
ask that members scrutinize each of the 
seven Articles separately, irrespective of any 
predisposition.  The Platform for Peace will 
be posted on the Association’s website to 
allow for member comment. 
 
  PKSCA is, and always has been, dedicated 
to the well-being of our comrades in 
Khabarovsk.  The Board believes that 
adherence to the principles espoused in the 
Platform for Peace (which would not infringe 
upon Russian culture or autonomy) 
represents the best path to prosperity for all 
peoples.   
 
  All PKSCA members are welcome to 
attend and participate in monthly Board 
meetings.  Please renew your membership 
by mail or online at 
 
            https://pksca.org/membership/  
 
Thomas R. Benke, President 
 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PKSCA BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS A B O U T  K H A B A R O V S K 

 

Khabarovsk (ha-BA-ruvsk) is 
Portland's Sister City in the 
Russian Far East. Our city histories 
have many similarities.  Khabarovsk, 
an inland port city on the 
confluence of two major rivers, 
founded in 1858, offered Eastward 
pioneers abundant natural 
resources: gold, timber & salmon. 
Named for the 17th century 
explorer Yerofyey Khabarov, 
Khabarovsk is a territorial capital,    
population 800,000, and a major 
center of  international culture & 
commerce.  Khabarovsk, located on 
three hills overlooking the Amur 
River, was first established as a 
military outpost in 1651, during the 
first wave of Russian colonization. 
It gained importance in the 
nineteenth century as a trading 
outpost and today is one of the 
most  promising cities of the Russian 
Far East. 
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What is PKSCA? 

 
The Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Association 
(PKSCA) was formed June 10, 1988 as a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization to foster international friendship 
through cultural & educational exchange and to 
facilitate social & economic ties between the citizens 
of our two communities. We are a self-governing   
board operating under a city ordinance which requires 
us to be both financially independent of and 
accountable to the Mayor of Portland. PKSCA is 
entirely dependent on contributions from its members, 
supportive businesses and organizations, and fund- 
raising events. (nonprofit EIN = 93-0981758) 
 
PKSCA is governed by a Board of Directors.  
(Honorary Directors are designated from time to time 
for their service in achieving the PKSCA mission.) A 
Board member serves a three-year renewable term, 
participating in scheduled meetings and helping to 
further the PKSCA mission. Board members 
nominate candidates to fill vacancies on the Board, 
with a simple majority vote needed for approval. If you 
have an interest in serving on the Board, contact 
PKSCA President Thomas Benke trbenke@me.com  
 
Board of Directors meetings are at held on the last 
Tuesday of most months, beginning at 6:30pm and 
adjourning around 8:00pm. Meetings are open to the 
public. Check the PKSCA website 
www.pksca.org/monthly-meetings for meeting and 
event venues as well as for Zoom links facilitating 
virtual participation. 
 
___________________________________________ 

 
OFFICERS 

 
Thomas Benke, President 

Shireen Farrahi, Vice President 
Martha Hickey, Secretary 
Patti Pulliam, Treasurer 

 
AT-LARGE DIRECTORS 

 
Alan Ellis 

  
. 

20
24

  P
KS

C
A 

M
EM

BE
R

SH
IP

 F
O

R
M

 
N

AM
E 

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
 

AD
D

R
ES

S 
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
C

IT
Y 

 _
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
ST

AT
E 

__
__

_ 
ZI

P 
__

__
__

_  
PH

O
N

E 
__

__
_ _

__
__

__
  E

M
AI

L 
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

 
Pl

ea
se

 c
he

ck
 h

er
e 

if 
yo

u 
w

ou
ld

 N
O

T 
lik

e 
to

 b
e 

in
cl

ud
ed

 o
n 

PK
SC

A’
s 

em
ai

l l
is

t t
o 

re
ce

iv
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

an
d 

 
re

m
in

de
rs

 fo
r P

KS
C

A 
ac

tiv
iti

es
.  

Ad
dr

es
s 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

is
 fo

r P
KS

C
A 

in
te

rn
al

 o
rg

an
iz

at
io

na
l u

se
 o

nl
y 

an
d  

w
ill 

N
O

T 
be

 g
iv

en
 t o

 a
ny

 th
ird

 p
ar

ty
. 

 
 

PK
SC

A
 m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
is

 o
n 

a 
ca

le
nd

ar
-y

ea
r b

as
is

.  
Pl

ea
se

 m
ak

e 
ch

ec
k 

pa
ya

bl
e 

to
 P

K
SC

A
 a

nd
 m

ai
l, 

w
ith

 fo
rm

, t
o:

 
PO

 B
ox

 8
06

51
, P

or
tla

nd
  O

R
  9

72
80

-1
65

1  
 Th

e 
P

or
tla

nd
-K

ha
ba

ro
vs

k 
S

is
te

r C
ity

 A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

(P
K

S
C

A
) i

s 
a 

50
1(

c)
(3

) n
on

-p
ro

fit
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n 

de
di

ca
te

d 
to

 fo
st

er
in

g 
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l f

rie
nd

sh
ip

 a
nd

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 th

ro
ug

h 
cu

ltu
ra

l, 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l a
nd

 p
ro

fe
ss

io
na

l -t
ec

hn
ic

al
 e

xc
ha

ng
es

.  
W

e 
ar

e 
go

ve
rn

ed
 b

y 
an

 a
ll-

vo
lu

nt
ee

r b
oa

rd
 o

pe
ra

tin
g 

un
de

r a
 c

ity
 o

rd
in

an
ce

 w
hi

ch
 re

qu
ire

s 
us

 to
 b

e 
bo

th
 fi

na
nc

ia
l ly

 in
de

pe
nd

en
t o

f 
an

d 
ac

co
un

ta
bl

e 
to

 th
e 

M
ay

or
 o

f P
or

tla
nd

.  
A

ll 
of

 o
ur

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
ar

e 
fu

nd
ed

 b
y 

do
no

rs
 a

nd
 g

ra
nt

s,
 n

ot
 b

y 
th

e 
C

ity
 o

f P
or

tla
nd

. 

2024 EVENT SCHEDULE 
 

January 
 25  Book Club 7:00 pm –Zoom*** 
 30  Board Meeting 6:30 pm – City Hall* / Zoom** 
 
February 
 27  Board Meeting 6:30 pm – City Hall* / Zoom** 
 
March 
 8 International Women’s Day time and 
  venue TBA  
 26 Board Meeting 6:30 pm – City Hall* / Zoom** 
  28  Book Club 7:00 pm –Zoom*** 
 
April 
 25 Elbe Day celebration time and venue TBA 
 30 Board Meeting 6:30 pm – City Hall* / Zoom** 
 
May 
 28  Board Meeting 6:30 pm – City Hall* / Zoom** 
      30  Book Club 7:00 pm –Zoom*** 
  
June 
 25 Board Meeting 6:30 pm – City Hall* / Zoom** 
 
July 
 25 Book Club 7:00 pm – Zoom** 
 
August 
 27  Board Meeting 6:30 pm— City Hall* / Zoom** 
 
September 
 24  Board Meeting 6:30 pm – City Hall* / Zoom** 
 26 Book Club 7:00 pm – Zoom** 
 
October  
 29  Board Meeting 6:30 pm – City Hall* / Zoom** 
 
November 
      10  Bridge to Russia time and venue TBA 
 19  Board Meeting 6:30 pm— City Hall* / Zoom** 
 21 Book Club 7:00 pm – Zoom*** 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
  *  If permitted by pandemic protocols 
 **  pksca.org/monthly-meetings/ 
***  pksca.org/book-club/ 
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